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Open Sight Hampshire is both delighted and proud to invite 

you, your friends and family to the South coast’s largest and 

most prestigious exhibition of equipment and services to 

support those living with a visual impairment. 

This edition of ‘Second Sight’ magazine doubles as your 

programme for the Exhibition. Inside you will find details of 

the exhibitors and what each one has to offer, as well as 

information on our Guest Speaker, Prof. Andrew Lotery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘EYE CONTACT’ EXHIBITION   

SPECIAL EDITION 

‘Eye Contact’ Exhibition 

The Ageas Bowl 

(Home of Hampshire Cricket) 

West End, Southampton, 

SO30 3XH 

Wednesday 4th October 

10.00am – 5.00pm 

Last entry 4.30pm 

FREE ENTRY 



 

CEO, David McKeigue, says, “Wow, I have been here a year 

already and where did that 12 months go! 

Having joined Open Sight in June last year I thought it 

would be poignant to reflect on the positive activity and 

changes that have taken place during the year. My first task 

was to spend time with and get to know the staff at Open 

Sight and their roles. What a pleasure this was – the staff 

are extremely knowledgeable in the area of visual 

impairment and very passionate about the work they do in 

supporting visually impaired people (VIP). I even ‘shadowed’ 

some of the staff in the line of duty to enable me to fast-

track my understanding and appreciation of their work. 

What a fantastic experience that was – thank you to them. 

I also managed to visit most of the Open Sight Clubs during 

the year, where I met some fantastic people both volunteers 

and members. I really enjoyed this and will look forward to 

repeating these visits again this year. Thank you to our 

great volunteers for another year of hard work and support. 

Much effort has gone into developing our new website and a 

fresh approach to our social media activity via Twitter and 

Facebook. Recently we have added four fantastic video case-

studies demonstrating the significant outcomes of our 

services – check these out on our website or YouTube when 

you can (search Open Sight Hampshire). 

Much of my time has been taken up with developing the 

strategy for Open Sight Hampshire and I have been 

supported by staff and Trustees in this exercise. The 

strategy is nearing completion and will focus on creating a 

service pathway to provide a lifetime of support to VIP of all 

ages, enhanced focus on eye health awareness and 

prevention and to significantly increase our reach and 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S MESSAGE 



impact in terms of the number of clients and our geographic 

reach across the County.  

There is more work ahead of us all for this year but for sure, 

I am really enjoying my role and look forward to working 

with everyone again this year! 

Finally, just to mention our biennial exhibition, ‘Eye Contact’ 

at the Ageas Bowl. I do hope to see you there on the 4th 

October.” 

 

 

‘Eye Contact’ Exhibition organiser Debbie Ross, says, 

“It’s not always easy for you to access equipment and 

services, especially when you don’t know where to find 

them. The ‘Eye Contact’ Exhibition, which is the biggest 

of its kind in Southern England and is rated as one of the 

top eight in the UK, will showcase the very latest in aids, 

equipment, information and services available to assist 

you from the leading manufacturers and suppliers. 

There’s always new technology and services being 

developed so the Exhibition gives everyone the 

opportunity to see what is out there and planned for the 

future. 

I am pleased to announce that Professor Andrew Lotery, 

who carries out ground-breaking research in the field of 

fighting blindness, will be joining us again this year as 

our key-note speaker. 

To save you time on the day, pre-register by visiting 

www.opensight.org.uk/eye-contact-exhibition All 

pre-registered attendees will be entered into a free prize 

draw to win £100 of Open Sight Equipment vouchers. 

I very much look forward to welcoming you on the day!” 

A WARM WELCOME TO ‘EYE CONTACT’ 

http://www.opensight.org.uk/eye-contact-exhibition


 

 

 

Open Sight Hampshire Equipment Centre will have a 

wide range of daily living aids to help you live 

independently, including bump-ons, talking clocks, liquid 

level indicators, pens etc. 

Associated Optical will demonstrate magnifiers and low 

vision aids, manufactured by Eschenbach Optik, and the 
COIL range of reading aids. 

British Wireless for the Blind provides high quality audio 
equipment especially designed and adapted for VI listeners. 

Calibre Audio Library offers a wide choice of fiction and 
non-fiction audio books on for both children and adults. 

Computer Room Services provide a range of adapted 
everyday living aids and computer software. 

Dolphin Computer Access Ltd are specialists in assistive 

computer technologies such as SuperNova, Dolphin Guide 
and Dolphin Pen. 

Doro Mobile Phones will have their range of mobile phones 
and services designed for easy use by the visually impaired. 

Enhanced Vision will be displaying low vision assistive 

devices from simple magnifiers to advanced digital 
magnification solutions. 

Humanware will display their innovative digital devices, 
including electronic magnifiers. 

Optelec will be displaying a selection of audio text readers, 

hand-held and desk top magnification, PC compatible and 
Braille access equipment. 

Optima will be showing a wide range of quality and value 
for money optical electronic magnification devices. 

EYE CONTACT 2017 EXHIBITORS 

EQUIPMENT SUPPLIERS 



OrCam will be showing their MyReader and MyEye devices 
which can discretely read text to you. 

Pamtrad has a range of electronic magnifiers, Braille note 
takers, screen reader software and reading machines. 

Professional Vision Services will show a selection of low 

vision assistive devices such as CCTVs, Braille products and 

mobile phone software. 

 

Sight & Sound has a range of computer systems, software 

and accessories along with other magnification devices. 
 

Synapptic will showcase their range of easy-to-use, 

affordable and stylish Smartphones and Tablets. 
 

 

 

 

Open Sight Hampshire, your local organisation helping 

you to adapt and manage your life with any form of visual 

impairment with aids, equipment, unbiased information, 
advice and guidance.  

Blind Veterans UK the national organisation supporting ex-
services personnel affected by sight loss. 

Diabetic Research & Wellness Foundation promotes the 
awareness of diabetic eye health and retinal screening 

Eye Contact a Charity supporting visually impaired people 

in Romania and other Eastern European countries.  

Gift of Sight Appeal funds research into a range of 
diseases that cause blindness. 

Guide Dogs the national charity providing trained 
assistance dogs for the blind and partially sighted. 

Healthwatch Hampshire is an independent consumer 
champion for health and social care. 

Library Services – all that is available from the HCC 
Library Services network. 

SERVICE PROVIDERS 



Macular Society is the national organisation supporting 
people affected by any form of macular disease.  

Moore Blatch Solicitors for information on legal matters. 

Queen Alexandra College a specialist independent 
residential further education college for VI students. 

RNIB promoting their products and services, including 

‘Reading Choices’, accessing newspapers, magazines and 
books and ‘On-line Today’, helping to get VIP on-line. 

Sensory Services will be providing information on services 
available from Hampshire County Council. 

Southampton Diabetic Eye Screening Service promotes 
and delivers retinal screening for diabetics. 

Southampton Sight the Charity providing services and 
advice to people with sight loss in the Southampton area. 

Talking News Federation with information on your local 
talking news service. 

Torch Trust providers of accessible Christian literature, 
retreat breaks and holidays. 

Trethowans Solicitors for information on legal matters. 

*Exhibitor list correct as at time of printing. 

 

 

Refreshments, snacks and light lunches will be available. 

Free shuttle bus service will run between the venue and 

Hedge End railway station. Call the Open Sight Hampshire 

office for times etc. on 023 8064 1244 

Guide Dog needs will be accommodated. 

Free car parking available on-site. 

EXHIBITION INFORMATION 



 

Professor Andrew Lotery MD FRCOphth                  

Chair of Ophthalmology, University of Southampton 

Open Sight Hampshire is 

delighted to welcome once 

again, Professor Lotery to 

be the Guest Speaker at 

the Exhibition. Andrew’s 

presentations are always 

very well received and are 

one of the highlights of the 

event, each one attracting 

an enthralled audience. 

Here are some facts about Professor Lotery:  

Andrew’s clinical specialty is medical retina with major 

research interests in Age-related Macular Degeneration 

(AMD), retinal degenerations, ophthalmic genetics, gene and 

stem cell therapies. He is Editor in Chief of the journal ‘Eye’ 

and Chair of the Medical Advisory Board of RP Fighting 

Blindness He has been awarded the Nettleship Award for 

Research by the Royal College of Ophthalmologists and was 

listed in the Times as one of the United Kingdom’s top 100 

doctors. He and his team have performed over 70 clinical 

trials and published over 180 papers in high impact journals 

including Nature Genetics, Nature Communications, the 

Lancet and the New England Journal of Medicine. 

Professor Lotery will be making his presentation at the Open 

Sight Hampshire ‘Eye Contact’ Exhibition at 1.30pm in the 

Seminar Suite.  

To avoid disappointment, we recommend getting to 

your seat early. 

‘EYE CONTACT’ GUEST SPEAKER 

 



ADVERTISEMENT FROM SIGHT & SOUND 

 

VISIT OUR STAND AT THE OPEN SIGHT 

HAMPSHIRE ‘EYE CONTACT’ EXHIBITION 

 



ADVERTISEMENT FROM ENHANCED VISION 

 

VISIT OUR STAND AT THE OPEN SIGHT 

HAMPSHIRE ‘EYE CONTACT’ EXHIBITION 

 



 

   

Throughout the year, Open Sight organises several of our 

very popular Information Days where visitors get the 

opportunity to try the latest, and well established, in aids, 

equipment and supporting services. There’s always plenty of 

time available to talk to the exhibitors and to take 

advantage of detailed demonstrations on offer.   

The next of these well-supported events will be held: 

   BASINGSTOKE      Friday 20th October     10.00–3.00 

St. Andrews Methodist Church, Western Way, South Ham, 

Basingstoke, RG22 6ER. 

Refreshments available. Parking on-site and nearby. 

Exhibitors include: Pamtrad, Optelec, Enhanced Vision, 

Optima and Vision Aid Technologies for magnification ideas, 

Sight and Sound, Computer Room Services and Dolphin for 

computer solutions and Synapptic for assistive Smart 

phones and Tablets. OrCam and Open Sight will be 

showcasing the innovative personal reading device. Also 

attending will be Calibre Audio Library, the MD Society and 

Torch Trust.   For further details, call Pam on 023 8064 6380  

The next Open Sight Information and Equipment Day is: 

      CENTRAL FAREHAM  Wed. March 21st 2018  

Joan Peaston of Liss, sent us a note about a recent Open 

Sight Information and Equipment Day she attended. Joan 

wrote, ‘It’s never too late to give thanks and good feedback 

but it is nevertheless, over a month since Open Sight held 

its Information Day in Bordon. 

INFORMATION & EQUIPMENT DAYS  

A VISITOR’S COMMENTS………  



What a very happy and beneficial day it was! 

All those smiling helpful and patient people eager to benefit 

us by their knowledge. I had long awaited a near to home 

venue and the wait was well worthwhile. Not just advice 

given (and acted upon) but being made aware of what is 

available, if not required currently, but in future days.’ 

 

  

The ever-changing stock of ex-demonstration and second-

hand items for sale at Head Office currently includes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Magilink Flat screen   Compact HD Digital Mag 

     Colour CCTV £200              (minor damage) £35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Compact Mini Digital     MonoMouse CCTV Video  

       Magnifier £100              Magnifier £50  

EQUIPMENT BARGAINS FOR SALE 

  

  



          

  

The Mobile Advice Service, which is a 

collaboration between Open Sight 

Hampshire and deafPLUS, regularly visits 

areas of the County to offer a drop-in 

facility for local people with sight, hearing 

or both impairments to speak to 

professionals from both organisations. Small items of 

everyday living equipment are available to buy, such as 

bump-ons, liquid level indicators, pens, talking clocks etc. 

An appointment is not necessary. Referrals for Open Sight 

Hampshire Head Office services can also be made. 

The Mobile Advice Service will be calling at: 

Second Wednesday of the month 

Havant Public Services Plaza  9.30 – 12.00 

Gosport High Street    2.00 – 4.00 

Third Monday of the month 

Andover Hospital     9.30 – 12.00 

Fleet Gurkha Square    2.00 – 4.00 

Third Wednesday of the month 

Eastleigh Leigh Road    9.30 – 11.30 

New Milton Market    1.00 – 3.00 

Fourth Tuesday of the month 

Alton Sainsbury’s     10.30 – 12.30 

Basingstoke Willis Museum  2.00 – 4.00 

To confirm that the Mobile Service will be in attendance at 

the above venues, call the Open Sight Hampshire Reception 

on 023 8064 1244 or visit www.opensight.org.uk   

OPEN SIGHT MOBILE ADVICE SERVICE 



 

Find out how to make best use of your Smartphone and 

Tablet at a free to attend information day in Waterlooville. 

Open Sight Hampshire, in partnership with O₂, one of the 

UK’s leading digital telecommunications companies, is 

delighted to offer a FREE to attend session especially for 

visually impaired people.  

This is a great opportunity for you to learn how to make best 

use of your Smartphone and Tablet, how to access free apps 

and to become more confident about the many built-in 

options your phone/tablet has. 

Technical Gurus from the O₂ Havant and Southsea Stores 

will be on-hand to help using your Apple or Android device 

with all the advice provided for free. BOOKING ESSENTIAL. 

Monday 18th September 

The Marshall Room 

Waterlooville Library  

Waterlooville, PO7 7DT. 
 

Android Devices    10.30 – 12.30 

Apple Devices    1.30 – 3.30 
 

To reserve your free place, call Terry on 023 8064 6377. 

 

 

Professional Vision Services, suppliers of electronic magnifiers, 

lighting suggestions and technical aids are holding a Low Vision Day 

on Tuesday 5th September from 10.30 – 3.00 at the New Milton 

Community Centre, Osbourne Road, BH25 6EA. Free entry.  

SMARTPHONE & TABLET TRAINING 

LOW VISION DAY 



 

 

Open Sight Hampshire has teamed up with leading supplier 

Synapptic to offer a special free to attend one-off Open Day 

at our office in Bishopstoke for visitors to try and learn more 

about their assistive Smartphones and 

Tablets. 

Synapptic is an award winning all-in-one 

software package designed using very 

clever but simple and easy to use 

technology to enable those with little or 

no sight to make and receive calls, texts, 

diary reminders, access the internet, 

watch digital TV and all that up to date 

communications methods have to offer. 

Because of its simple and straightforward 

menu structure and intuitive design, 

Synapptic requires very little training, so 

most people teach themselves how to use it in just a few 

minutes. 

If you’re thinking of using a Tablet Computer or Smartphone 

for the first time, or just want to communicate and catch-up 

quickly and easily while on the move, then a Synapptic 

Phone or Tablet is for you! 

The Open Sight Hampshire/Synapptic Open Day will be held 

at the Open Sight Hampshire office on Wednesday 6th 

September from 10.00am – 3.00pm with appointments slots 

at 10.00am, 11.30am and 1.30pm. Book your free slot by 

calling 023 8064 6380 no later than September 1st. 

STOP PRESS – Order any Diamond Smartphone or 

Titanium Tablet on the day and receive £20 off 

SYNAPPTIC OPEN DAY 

 



VISIT OUR STAND AT THE OPEN SIGHT 

HAMSPHIRE ‘EYE CONTACT’ EXHIBITION 

 

 



Open Sight Hampshire’s Family 

Support Officer, Jenny Collins, 

says, “When someone is told they 

are losing their sight, it is 

certainly a life changing moment 

for them. But what about their 

partner, family or friends? There 

may be information to hand about 

equipment that can help but that 

leaves many questions and 

concerns unanswered for anyone 

supporting the visually impaired 

person. 

This is where getting in touch with me can help. I can 

support not only the person with the sight loss but everyone 

who is affected. 

Sometimes the spouse or partner can feel that there isn’t 

anyone that they can speak to about the changes to their 

life and about concerns that they face. Everyone’s situation 

is different but it may be the family finances that may be 

greatly affected, there is pressure on lifestyle choices or 

simply feeling they can’t talk about everyday issues.   

I’m here to offer a listening ear with countless amounts of 

practical advice available. Contact me on 023 8064 1244 or 

by email jenny.collins@opensight.org.uk   

Open Sight Hampshire’s Independent Living Advisor, and 

technical guru, Steve Geary says, “In my previous article I 

wrote about eSight.  These are some expensive goggles that 

appear to have some amazing results in restoring people’s 

SUPPORTING FAMILIES & FRIENDS 

STEVE’S TECHNO TALK 

 

mailto:jenny.collins@opensight.org.uk


ability to see.  At the time of 

writing they were not available 

in the UK; however, I’m now 

happy to say that they are.  

The contract to market them 

in this Country was awarded 

to the well-established 

supplier Associated Optical.  I 

am rather excited and look 

forward to the opportunity to 

try them. 

I recently took the plunge and bought the Amazon Echo and 

Alexa system for my home.  I have it connected to my Hi-Fi 

system and can play my music through this without having 

to find the right CD.  All I have to do is ask and it is played.  

Likewise, I can ask the system to play any radio station or 

podcast and it is done.  I can ask for the system to play 

talking books or read eBooks to me. I’m also able to ask for 

the system to inform me of any appointments I may have, 

give me the weather forecast or even to tell a not very 

funny joke. 

I can ask for the system to tell me a recipe and I can ask it 

to set timers or alarms. 

I have also set up a thermostat so I can have much more 

control over my heating in the winter just by using my 

voice.  I am also able to switch lights on or off. 

The system is very easy to set up and I find it very useful 

and fun as well.  I am still learning about what I can get it to 

do for me because I’ve only just scratched the surface.  

I think for those of us with sight loss it can be a relatively 

cheap aid to our lives. I’d be pleased to tell you about Alexa 

and how it’s been a benefit to me. Give me a ring on 023 

8064 6376.” 

 



 

Open Sight Hampshire’s Rehabilitation Officer, Janet Soper, 

says, “Many visually impaired people give up cooking after 

losing their sight due to loss of confidence or because of the 

fear of cutting or burning themselves. Some have never 

learnt to cook because a spouse, partner or family member 

has always done this for them.  

Here at Open Sight Hampshire we are looking for feedback 

from anyone who might be interested in attending a short 

cookery skills course or can put forward any ideas on what 

this could include. For example, a course could either be to 

help you to regain your confidence in the kitchen, learn how 

to cook and prepare simple meals or learn how to prepare 

and cook new dishes. 

Attending a course could also enable you share information 

with others about ways of overcoming difficulties in the 

kitchen, learn more about useful gadgets such as talking 

kitchen scales, microwave ovens and about safe techniques 

for cutting, peeling and chopping.  

If you would like to express your interest or you have any 

suggestions then please contact me on 023 8064 1244.” 

Blind Royal Navy veteran, Penny Melville-Brown from 

Fareham is one of just 3 worldwide winners who competed 

for a prize being awarded by the San Francisco ‘Lighthouse’ 

organisation to allow blind people to fulfil their dreams.  

Penny explains, “My own goal is to take my ‘Baking Blind’ 

website around the world cooking with other blind people 

and showing that life with a disability can still be fun, 

fabulous and fulfilling. I already have plans to cook in 

COOKING AFTER SIGHT LOSS 

‘BAKING BLIND’ WEBSITE 



America, Costa Rica, Australia, China and Malawi but I’m still 

keen to link up with other VIP in Hampshire.” 

Penny goes on to say, “I’m a straightforward home cook so 

there are lots of short videos of dishes that everyone will 

recognise. All the recipes on the website can be downloaded 

in accessible formats. I try to explain how touch, taste, 

smell and sound work together so that blindness doesn’t get 

in the way.”  

Check out www.bakingblind.com for more of Penny’s life-

story, her videos and recipes. 

 

 

Open Sight Project Manager, Jane Beesley says, “You may 

recall in an earlier edition of ‘Second Sight’ the launch of the 

‘Pathway to Employment’ Project, funded by the Solent 

Community Grants Programme, aimed at getting ten 

participants living in the Solent Local Enterprise Partnership 

(LEP) area closer to employment, either through 

volunteering, training and education, or indeed paid 

employment. We have now launched an identical project in 

the north of the county, this time funded by Hampshire 

County Council helping more people towards employment. 

Progress so far has included visits to job centres, volunteer 

centres throughout the county, two job interviews, and one 

offer of an apprenticeship, along with increased mobility and 

confidence throughout. I think it’s safe to say the staff 

involved are learning a lot as well, and it’s clear there is a 

growing need across the county for employment support.   

We still have spaces available for participants, so if you are 

unemployed and would like help exploring options available 

to you, or would simply like more information about what’s 

involved, please contact me on 023 8064 1244.” 

PATHWAY TO EMPLOYMENT UPDATE 

http://www.bakingblind.com/


Tim Spring, a Partner at Hampshire Solicitors Moore Blatch, 

and who specialises in cases of Clinical Negligence says, 

“Looking at the experience of healthcare lawyers may seem 

an odd place to start, but 25 years ago, it was a law firm’s 

computer analysis of poor treatment outcomes that gave 

birth to what we now call ‘clinical risk management’.  The 

focus at the time was obstetrics and care of the new-born 

but there is plenty of evidence that looking at visual 

impairment, and how we know it may be avoided, would be 

a good area to look at. 

At Moore Blatch we encounter many causes of avoidable 

sight loss, including a prevalence of late AMD diagnosis, 

delays in detecting glaucoma, retinal detachment and 

complications of diabetes all of which can be devastating to 

the patient.  

Though smaller in number, eye surgery complications and 

the failure to give the advice medical experts agree on, can 

be no less serious. 

The key with all medical care is early diagnosis and the 

provision of gold standard evidence based treatment.   

In that context, Moore Blatch believe there is a role for 

responsible healthcare lawyers.  When things go wrong 

patients want four things; an apology, an explanation, fair 

compensation and an assurance that lessons are learned. 

Since 2015 the NHS Duty of Candour mandates the first 

two.  Good healthcare lawyers working cooperatively can 

achieve the third, but it is effective clinical risk management 

and learning the lessons from poor treatment outcomes that 

will get us where we all want to be with health care of the 

highest quality delivered routinely.” 

LESSONS TO IMPROVE PATIENT CARE 



ADVERTISEMENT FROM MOORE BLATCH 

 

VISIT OUR STAND AT THE OPEN SIGHT 

HAMSPHIRE ‘EYE CONTACT’ EXHIBITION 

 



 

    

Players of the Open Sight 

Hampshire 200 Club have a high 

odds chance of winning £100 each 

month for their annual £20 per 

number stake. The lucky winners 

of the last 4 draws are: 

 April   Mary Pearn   Winsor 

 May    Cyril Nias   Eastleigh 

 June   Sarah Beazley  Hartley Wintney 

July    Margaret Sargeant West End 

 

 

Opportunities are still available to join the Open Sight 

Hampshire 200 Club for the next year 

of draws.  

Starting this month (August), players 

have the chance of winning £100 each 

month for a whole year for just a £20 

per number stake. As player numbers 

are limited to a maximum of just 200, 

the odds of being a winner are high. 

Open Sight Hampshire 200 Club 

players can purchase as many 

numbers from 1–200 for just £20 each. On the second 

Monday of the month, numbers are randomly drawn with 

the owner of the winning digit receiving the good news call. 

To participate or for more details of this exciting game, call 

Magda at the office on 023 8064 1244. Numbers for the last 

year of draws sold out very quickly, so don’t delay! 

FUNDRAISING NEWS 

  OPEN SIGHT     

200 CLUB 

WINNERS 

JOIN THE OPEN SIGHT 200 CLUB 



                   

   

 

Open Sight Hampshire’s Terry Smith and his assistant Julie 

Dominey would like to express sincere thanks to the many 

Open Sight Hampshire Clubs for their usual unfailing support 

for the recent Sponsored Walk to raise funds to produce this 

magazine. 

Terry says, “We’re so grateful to the Clubs and individuals 

who were so generous in backing us. We walked for about 

2½ hours along the gravel paths of the New Forest and 

estimate the distance covered to be in the region of 6 miles 

which is just shy of 10 km. The weather was dry and sunny 

so perfect conditions. The trails were well laid out although 

one didn’t have a bridge over the river so a lengthy U turn 

had to be made to avoid wet feet!” 

So far, £1067 has been raised but you can still make a 

donation by phoning 023 8064 1244. 

 

After more than 35 years of 

volunteering at the Open Sight 

Hampshire Farnborough Club, 

Secretary Bill Wright has chosen 

to retire.  

Bill, pictured being presented with 

his Certificate of Achievement by 

Open Sight Hampshire’s Terry 

Smith, said, “I’ve been privileged 

to meet so many people over the 

past 35 years which have passed 

so quickly; in fact, I’ve spent 

more time volunteering than I did working!” 

BEST FEET FORWARD THANKS 

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COUNTY 

 



Many congratulations to Enid 

Collier (known as Lady Enid) 

who is this year’s winner of 

the Tricia Carter Memorial 

Shield which is presented to 

a Fareham Branch volunteer 

who has shown outstanding 

contributions to the Charity. 

Enid, pictured with fellow 

Meon Valley Club colleagues, was one of the driving forces 

behind the creation of the monthly Club which meets at the 

Wickham Community Centre from 2.00pm – 4.00pm on the 

third Friday of the month.  

Enid said, “To say I was surprised and almost speechless, 

which as most know is unheard of, would be an 

understatement. I was honoured to be nominated.” 
 

As part of the annual Romsey Festival, 

businesses, organisations and charities 

from the town were invited to decorate 

road bollards in innovative and amusing 

ways to promote what they do. 

The Open Sight Romsey Club chose to 

knit the Charity’s mascot, Mr. Mole, 

making an appearance from his burrow 

along with two friends. 

The intricate design created by Club 

Volunteers Alison Middlewick and Irene 

Blake with help from a number of Club 

Members was one of many which 

adorned bollards throughout Romsey. 

Alison joked, “Next year, perhaps we’ll 

knit a costume for Lord Palmerston’s 

statue in the Market Square!”   

 

 

 



To coincide with World Sight 

Day 2017 (Thursday 12th 

October) Open Sight Hampshire 

has joined forces with the 

Eastleigh Lions Club and The Race Centre to offer an 

exhilarating evening of high speed and high octane 

competitiveness racing F1 cars utilising the wizardry of 

simulation technology. 

Following the Drivers Briefing and Qualifying Session the 

adrenaline really starts to pump as you find yourself 

amongst all the cars on the grid for your first race. You’ll 

then need to keep your cool as you race wheel to wheel 

against the competition. 

The event will start with a lower powered race car to allow 

drivers to gain confidence before racing an incredible 

modern F1 car. Visually impaired drivers will compete 

alternatively as a pair with their sighted buddy against 

Members of the Eastleigh Lions Club. To make the evening 

fair and to add some balanced rivalry, the Lions and the 

buddies will be using sim specs to match a variety of sight 

loss conditions. The top three drivers will receive trophies at 

the end.  

The evening will be held from 7.00pm at The Race Centre, 

The Central Precinct, Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, 

SO53 2GB. Light refreshments and a bar available. Cost per 

VIP and buddy is just £33. 

New activity days 

have recently 

been launched by 

Visualeyes for VIP 

in Basingstoke. 

Visualeyes, in partnership with Basingstoke Sports Centre, 

offer a weekly coffee morning for socialising and making 

F1 MOTOR RACING 

WITH A DIFFERENCE 



new friends. In the afternoon, the pool is open to enjoy a 

stress-free swim with exclusive VIP use giving a great 

escape from every day blues. Additionally, there’s chance to 

relax in the Health Spa with Jacuzzi, Sauna or Steam Room. 

The sessions are held on Fridays in the Sports Centre’s 

Conference Room for the coffee morning from 11.30am - 

1.30pm, exclusive VIP swimming is from 2.00pm – 3.00pm 

with access to the Health Spa from 2.00pm – 3.30pm. 

Monthly activities include Badminton, Walking Football, 

Yoga, Squash and much more. 

For more information call Les or Mandy on 07768176069 or 

email visualeyesyourgoals@gmail.com       

 

Visit the new improved Open Sight 

website which is easier to use and to 

navigate around with many enhanced 

features. The design has been revamped 

for ease of use on Smart devices as well 

as desktop and laptop computers. 

 

 

       By phone   023 8064 1244 

By email           info@opensight.org.uk  

By post               25, Church Road, 

       Bishopstoke, 

       Eastleigh, SO50 6BL. 

Website   www.opensight.org.uk  
 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter 

‘Second Sight’ is compiled and edited by Terry Smith          

The next edition will be published in November 

SECOND SIGHT is published by Open Sight Charity No 1055498 Registered Company No 

3178631 Registered in England and Wales 

HOW TO CONTACT OPEN SIGHT 

 

mailto:visualeyesyourgoals@gmail.com
mailto:info@opensight.org.uk
http://www.opensight.org.uk/


AND FINALLY, Don’t forget, this magazine is available 

in alternative formats including audio recordings on Memory 

Stick or CD, by email or in Braille. Also, the method of 

posting this magazine should not incur any cost to you as it 

comes under the free Royal Mail ‘Articles for the Blind’ 

service criteria. Let us know if you have been asked to pay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ever- popular Open Sight Charity Christmas cards 

are now available to order. Due to a high demand, we 

have chosen 2 designs again for this year. ‘Bringing 

home the tree’ shows an antlered reindeer hauling a 

splendid tree through the forest with ‘Evensong’ 

depicting a very traditional scene of a snow covered 

church with choristers singing around a decorated tree.  

A pack of 5 high quality cards with envelopes are just £2. 

The message inside the cards reads ‘With best wishes for 

Christmas and the New Year.’ Call the office to order. 

 

VIP Gary Price of Fareham has arranged a 5-day ‘Turkey 

& Tinsel’ break to the Hotel Maria in Sandown. Leaving 

Fareham on Monday 27th November, the trip cost of 

£219 includes ferry crossing, dinner, bed and breakfast, 

some evening entertainment and 2 day excursions. For 

details call Opal Travel Group on 01983 404381. Mention 

Gary when you call.  

 

 

 

                                                                                          

LOOKING AHEAD TO CHRISTMAS! 

  

IOW TURKEY & TINSEL BREAK 



 

I would like to support Open Sight Hampshire. 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

_________________________ Postcode _____________ 

Tel ______________________ Email ________________ 

I would like to donate £ ______ by cheque to Open Sight  

I would like to donate £ ______ by debit/credit card 

 
Card details (circle): Mastercard   Visa   Amex   Other  

Card number __________________________________ 

Exp date ___/___ Sec code ____ Issue no _____ (Switch) 
 

You can also donate by phone by calling us on 023 8064 1244 

 
Donate monthly by Standing Order 

Instruct your Bank to set up your regular payment to: 

Account name  Open Sight 

Account number 00017522 

Sort code  40 – 52 - 40 

  

Gift Aid Are you a UK Taxpayer? If so, every pound you give 

could be worth £1.25 to us, helping to fund essential services.                                                                        

      I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I make 

in the future or have made in the past 4 years to Open Sight. 

I understand that if I pay less income tax and/or Capital 

Gains Tax in each tax year to cover the Gift Aid claimed on all 

my donations that it is my responsibility to pay any difference 

Signature ___________________ Start date ___/___/___                             

 


