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Chief Executive David McKeigue says, “As I look through this 

first edition of the ‘Second Sight’ magazine of 2017 I get a 

real sense of how much activity is going on! 

As well as saying well done and keep up the great work to 

all the staff and volunteers at Open Sight, I want to draw 

your attention to a few important items: 

Firstly, our prestigious ‘Eye Contact’ Exhibition will be held 

on Wednesday 4th October at the fabulous Ageas Bowl. This 

is a biennial event for visual impaired people to meet 

equipment and service suppliers of all things connected with 

sight loss. Back in 2015 the event was hugely successful 

with some 1800 attendees and over 40 exhibitors and was 

quoted as being “One of the top 8 events for visual 

impairment in the UK”.  

This year we are expecting the event to be bigger still – so 

whether you are an attendee or equipment supplier put this 

date in your diary and come along. There won’t be another 

chance to try so many pieces of equipment, talk to such a 

variety of specialists or to glean so much information under 

one roof in your area until the next ‘Eye Contact’ in 2019.        

I am so excited about Open Sight’s Employment projects in 

helping VIP to move closer to the labour market or into 
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volunteering or training activity – more details are provided 

in the magazine.  

Additionally, it’s great to see that there are no less than four 

Open Sight Information and Equipment Days scheduled for 

this year giving easy access to aids, equipment and service 

delivery information on the doorsteps of so many folk. 

Please support them where you can. 

Finally, Open Sight’s relationship with the Orcam continues 

to grow and I am delighted to be able to report that this 

fantastic product is helping to change the lives of many VIP. 

If you would like to know more about the product and how it 

may be able to help you, details can be found later in the 

magazine, including a special OrCam Open Day on April 19th.  

Take care everyone, enjoy your magazine and I’ll write to 

you again in August”.                              
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Throughout the year, Open Sight organises several of our 

very popular Information Days where visitors get the 

opportunity to try the latest, and well established, in aids, 

equipment and supporting services. There’s always plenty of 

time available to talk to the exhibitors and to take 

advantage of detailed demonstrations on offer.   

The next of these well-supported events will be held: 

   BORDON                 Thursday 25th May   10.00–3.00 

Forest Community Centre, Pinehill Road, 

Bordon, GU35 0BS. 

Refreshments available. Parking on-site. 

   HAYLING ISLAND   Thursday 27th July   10.00-3.00 

Hayling Island Community Centre, Station Road, 

Hayling Island, PO11 0HB.  

Refreshments available. Parking on-site. 

Exhibitors at both events include: Pamtrad, Optima and 

Associated Optical for magnification ideas, Sight and Sound 

and Dolphin for computer solutions, Synapptic for mobile 

phones and Professional Vision Services for assistive 

devices. OrCam and Open Sight will be showcasing the 

innovative personal ‘reading’ device. Also attending will be 

the MD Society, Action for Blind People and Torch Trust.   

For further details, call Pam on 023 8064 6380. 

Later in the year and beyond, Open Sight has arranged 

Information and Equipment Days in: 

BASINGSTOKE   Friday October 20th  

CENTRAL FAREHAM  Wed. March 21st 2018  

INFORMATION & EQUIPMENT DAYS  



ADVERTISEMENT FROM SIGHT & SOUND 

TECHNOLOGY 

  

 



          

  

The Mobile Advice Service, which is a 

collaboration between Open Sight and 

deafPLUS, regularly visits areas of the 

County to offer a drop-in facility for local 

people with sight, hearing or both 

impairments to speak to professionals 

from both organisations. Small items of everyday living 

equipment are available to buy, such as bump-ons, liquid 

level indicators, pens, talking clocks etc. An appointment is 

not necessary. Referrals for Open Sight Head Office services 

can also be made. 

The Mobile Advice Service will be calling at: 

Second Wednesday of the month 

Havant Public Services Plaza  9.30 – 12.00 

Gosport High Street    2.00 – 4.00 

Third Monday of the month 

Andover Hospital     9.30 – 12.00 

Fleet Gurkha Square    2.00 – 4.00 

Third Wednesday of the month 

Eastleigh Leigh Road    9.30 – 11.30 

New Milton Market    1.00 – 3.00 

Fourth Tuesday of the month 

Alton Sainsbury’s     10.30 – 12.30 

Basingstoke Willis Museum  2.00 – 4.00 

To confirm that the Mobile Service will be in attendance at 

the above venues, call the Open Sight Reception on 023 

8064 1244 or visit www.opensight.org.uk   

OPEN SIGHT MOBILE ADVICE SERVICE 



   

Open Sight has been 

selected by OrCam, the 

manufacturers of the 

innovative personal 

reading and recognition 

device, to be their 

primary partner for 

demonstrating the device 

to clients in Hampshire. 

OrCam works by using a micro camera which is clipped to 

the arm of a pair of glasses, including those with clear 

lenses for non-spectacle wearers. The camera is linked to a 

very discreet earpiece and a small computer processor 

carried in a pocket or handbag. 

Using a pointing gesture, OrCam will read, within around 

just a 2 second time lapse, newspaper print, text from a 

book or magazine, instructions on food packets, shop 

names, street signs etc., the list is almost endless. OrCam 

can also identify currency notes with the OrCam ‘My Eye’ 

having the facility to recognise people’s faces.  

The partnership between OrCam and Open Sight means 

that, subject to personal suitability criteria, trained Open 

Sight staff can demonstrate the many features of the OrCam 

at an appointment at our office or at home.  

Open Sight has organised a special OrCam Open Day 

for Wednesday 19th April for visitors to drop in to our 

Bishopstoke office for an informal demonstration.  

For further enquiries or to discuss arranging a 

demonstration, call the Open Sight office in Bishopstoke on 

023 8064 1244. OrCam can be contacted on 0800 358 5323. 

Visit the OrCam website at www.orcam.com  

ORCAM & OPEN SIGHT PARTNERSHIP 
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One of Open Sight’s core commitments is our home visiting 

low vision aids assessment service which is when one of the 

Charity’s trained Advisors visits to help you in finding a piece 

of equipment such as a magnifier to help you to read or 

overcome other tasks or challenges. 

However, we actively encourage people seeking a low vision 

aids assessment to come to our office in Bishopstoke as we 

hold a significantly larger range of equipment in our 

specialist Centre than is possible to bring to you at home. 

A highly experienced, knowledgeable, well-trained and 

empathetic Advisor can demonstrate as much or as many 

items of equipment as you desire, from hand-held and 

digital magnifiers, CCTVs, text readers, mobile phones, 

kitchen devices, time-keeping ideas, games and much more. 

The ever-changing stock of ex-demonstration and second-

hand items for sale at Head Office currently includes: 

Snow 7” HD Digital       

Magnifier                                 

£300 

 

 

 

 

 

Pebble 

Mini                               

Digital Magnifier  

£100 

HEAD OFFICE VISION ASSESSMENTS 

EQUIPMENT BARGAINS FOR SALE 

 

 



 

Aladdin B/W CCTV                        

£30  

 

 

 

 

Portable daylight lamp         

£20 

 

Clear Reader+ Text to Speech            

£500 

 

 

 

Various strength magnifiers        

from 

£5 

 

 

TV Eye Portable electronic 

magnifier (Screen not included)            

£100 

                                               

For details and availability of the above or to book an office 

assessment appointment call Pam Batman on 023 8064 

6380. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Open Sight Benefits Champion, Jackie Smith, says, “For this 

edition of ‘Second Sight’ I thought I would share ‘a day in 

the life of’ and give you an insight into my working day. 

However, to pinpoint a day for me is not at all easy as every 

day and each visit I do is very different.  Each person has 

their own concerns, needs for information and support along 

with the help in claiming Welfare Benefits. 

A typical day of 2 home visits begins with the car journey 

and to reach everyone in the County can mean at least an 

hour each way, whilst perhaps cursing the traffic, 

motorways and road works along the way!  

For whoever I visit, the completion of the Attendance 

Allowance form or Personal Independence Payment form, 

will take at least 2 – 2½  hours as the questions are quite 

in-depth and to some degree, rather personal. It also gives 

me the chance to let someone know about Open Sight and 

revue a copy of ‘Second Sight’ and one of our services 

leaflets with those who are new to the Charity; whilst 

sharing advice and guidance on other services, organisations 

and help available. Once the claim form is completed, I offer 

to post it for the client as this helps alleviate any worries 

about getting to the post box. 

Once back at the office I send a letter with the claim form 

showing my own professional observations on how someone 

may be struggling or need help. These annotations back up 

what has been written on the claim form. 

As I cover the whole of Hampshire, this sometimes means a 

wait for my services but please bear with me. Help with 

home-based benefits claims is a much needed service and 

without kind donations I wouldn’t be able to continue, so I 

would like to thank those who have kindly contributed.”  

JACKIE’S BENEFITS BULLETIN 



 

 

Independent Living Advisor Steve Geary, guru on the latest 

developments in technology for VIP says, “I’ve found news 

of a pair of goggles called eSight glasses that can help assist 

the vision of people with a range of eye conditions or injury. 

This device works by using a small high speed camera which 

will stream captured images to a very powerful computer 

processor and then projecting the image in real time to two 

screens in front of the eyes.  This process maximises the 

central vision remaining with the results being astonishing. 

For example, GB Paralympian Libby Clegg, who has slight 

peripheral vision in her left 

eye only, appeared on BBC 

television to try the eSight 

glasses and, as a result, 

saw her boyfriend’s face 

clearly for the first time. 

Due to its rapid processing 

capability the device can easily change from short distance 

viewing (reading) to medium viewing (who’s walked into the 

room) to long distance viewing (looking out of the window).  

It could completely change a person’s life enabling them to 

carry out daily living tasks easily or even return to work.  

eSight is currently available in the USA and Canada but will 

shortly be offered in Europe too.  As you can imagine, this 

product is expensive and may be out of the price reach of 

most people.  However the company behind it is committed 

to finding ways of enabling more people to get the device 

despite their financial position. Maybe in time, the NHS could 

supply eSight as a cost effective solution to blindness?”  

Steve concludes, “New technology is always exciting but 

sometimes, good old fashioned methods work just as well. 

I’m here to give you the benefit of my knowledge and 

experience so please get in touch on 023 8064 6376.” 

STEVE’S TECHNO TALK 

 



 

 

Open Sight is thrilled to announce their ‘Seeing the Pathway 

to Employment’ Project. This project looks to increase the 

prospects of those unemployed who may be facing barriers 

to employment who live in certain areas of the County.  

The 12 month project involves working with 10 visually 

impaired (or dual sensory loss) participants and through a 

series of interventions to endeavour to move these 

individuals closer to the employment marketplace. 

Often people who become visually impaired also become 

isolated, they can lose confidence in themselves and what 

they have to offer to potential employers and the wider 

community in which they live. The aim of the Open Sight 

‘Seeing the Pathway to Employment’ Project is to try and 

address this specific area and through a person-centric suite 

of interventions to help those participants to recognise the 

skills and value they have to offer and see a pathway to 

begin thinking about returning to work and searching for a 

job. Alternatively, to find work in a supportive environment 

as a volunteer or learn a new skill or undertake further 

education or training with a view to returning to work, or 

perhaps working for the first time. 

The programme offers participants 10 individual 

interventions consisting of 3 one-to-one meetings with an 

assigned caseworker, 4 interventions with a trained Qualified 

Reablement Officer to build confidence with the participant 

as required and then undertake a series of journeys along 

the pathway to employment. 3 further interventions with an 

Open Sight registered volunteer to undertake 3 of the same 

journeys above as appropriate.  Each participant will receive 

on average up to 20 hours of professional intervention over 

a period of some 4-6 months (will vary on a case by case 

basis) as well as on-going telephone support. Additionally, 

SPOTLIGHT ON EMPLOYMENT 



as appropriate, Open Sight can engage with employers 

about potential adjustments in the workplace, help to 

identify government grants and other sources of funding to 

pay for any new resources required. 

For information or to register your interest as a participant 

or as a volunteer contact Jane Beesley on 023 8064 1244.  

 

 

 

 

Neil Smith, Hampshire Assistive 

Technology Coordinator at Action 

for Blind People (A4B), tells us 

about his pathway back to work. 

 

“I am registered blind (severely 

sight impaired) due to a caner 

called Sebaceous Carcinoma 

which affected my right eye 

which was removed by surgery. I 

also had a left eye cataract which 

needed to be removed also. 

I’ve been a volunteer for Open Sight updating records for 

the Fareham Branch of Clubs and helped with fundraising 

too. I also volunteered to help with user testing of RNIB's 

new ‘Connect’ online forums. 

After a successful application, I started my role with Action 

in August. I applied to Access to Work, the Government 

funding system for adaptations to equipment, personal 

assistance and for help to get to work. I use several pieces 

of technology including the OrCam MyEye and ZoomText 

magnification/screen reader software.  My role is part of 

RNIB's Trainee Grade Scheme. This is a scheme to get blind 

and partially sighted people back into work who have been 

out of work for a long time and it usually lasts for 50 weeks.  

WORKING WITH SIGHT LOSS  

 



I use my concessionary disabled bus pass to get to and from 

my home in Fareham and the A4B office in Southampton 

and a disabled train pass to get trains to their Salisbury 

office for team meetings and training. I use the train to get 

to clients around Hampshire and have been to the RNIB’s 

offices in London several times for courses, so I’m using 

plenty of shoe leather and white cane tip.  

As part of my Assistive Technology Coordinator role, I have 

supported a person in Basingstoke by obtaining a grant 

towards paying for an Apple iPad tablet computer and 

another client on how to use Dolphin Guide computer 

software to send and receive emails. I have demonstrated 

both the Apple iPad and Synapptic interface android tablet 

and have set up Windows magnification software so that 

clients can see text easier. I've also attended several 

exhibitions including two organised by Open Sight and 

several A4B ‘Living with Sight Loss’ courses. 

I am available to help with technology issues at one to one 

meetings at a person’s home free of charge. Alternatively, I 

can refer people to the RNIB Technology Support Squad 

which is a network of nationwide volunteers, of which there 

are around 35 covering Hampshire. The Squad go to service 

user’s homes to set up any form of technology equipment 

including, desktop and laptop computers, televisions, 

Smartphones and tablets, mobile phones, radios, etc.  

Clearly, being in the workplace gives me the independence 

and choices to take control of my own life. The support 

given by my colleagues and the practicalities provided by 

Access to Work go a long way too; however, my personal 

aspirations and achievements make me very proud.  

If you would like any help with technology products, I can be 

contacted on 07801 899921. The RNIB Technology Support 

Squad can be reached by calling 0303 123 9999.”  

 



As a blind, partially sighted or 

deaf-blind person would you like 

to be part of an organisation that 

is run by blind, partially sighted 

and deaf-blind people and works 

to campaign on the issues that 

matter to you? The National Federation of the Blind of the 

UK (NFBUK) may be the organisation for you. 

NFBUK is a self-help membership based organisation which 

campaigns on issues that matter locally, regionally and 

nationally.  Our Branches are also places where people can 

meet and offer peer support and information to other 

members. We are currently looking for new members to join 

our local Branches. 

What are the benefits of being a member? 

 You meet other blind, partially sighted and deaf-blind 

people with an interest in peer support, campaigning 

and making a difference. 

 You as members decide and shape which issues and 

campaigns to focus on. 

 It’s free to join this year!  You benefit from our special 

offer for 2017 of one year’s free membership. 

Current campaigns that I can make a difference on: 

 Social care and rehabilitation 

 Welfare reform (DLA and PIP) 

 Transport and the built environment, shared spaces in 

towns 

 Education and training (Disabled Students Allowance) 

For further information on becoming a member or the work 

of NFBUK please contact the office on 01924 291313 or 

email admin@nfbuk.org 

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF THE BLIND UK 

mailto:admin@nfbuk.org


 

           

The Home Library Service is for anyone who finds it difficult 

to get to their nearest library due to ill health, disability or 

caring responsibilities. The Service can usually match 

applicants with one of our local volunteers who will visit 

them at their home to exchange library materials on a 

monthly basis.  This Service is free and available in all HCC 

libraries. The service can deliver a wide range of fiction and 

non-fiction books in large print, audio books on CD, MP3 CD 

or Playaways, which are easy to use digital players. Also on 

offer are National Talking Newspapers and Magazines which 

are downloaded onto a memory stick so can be listened to 

through a device with a USB connection.  

For further details of the service, please talk to staff at your 

nearest library or call 0300 555 1387. 

 

 

The Diabetes Research and Wellness Foundation (DRWF) are 

holding their 9th Annual Wellness Day on Saturday 22nd July 

at the Solent Hotel, Whiteley, PO15 7AJ. The Day will bring 

together a wealth of information under one roof for people 

living with all forms of diabetes. Family, friends, carers and 

those with an interest in diabetes are encouraged to take 

part. The Day will provide the tools, knowledge and practical 

skills needed to improve life with diabetes and the keys to 

healthier living.  

The Day is designed to ensure all participants have the 

opportunity to raise their questions, share their experiences 

and enjoy the support of a friendly, like-minded diabetes 

community in a relaxed and informal atmosphere. 

For details, call the DRWF’s Lee Calladine on 023 9263 6133.  

HOME VISITING LIBRARY SERVICE 

DIABETES WELLNESS DAY 



AddVenture in Learning is a registered charity which 

organises residential courses for sight-impaired adults. The 

courses are held in different parts of the country with each 

sight-impaired person assisted by a sighted guide. 

Accommodation varies from hotels to outdoor educational 

centres or university halls of residence.  Participants make 

their own way to the venue but these are not usually far 

from a railway station.  Courses include talks, outings and 

the chance to socialise. Past courses have included various 

field trips, studying the works of authors or musicians and 

visiting country houses. 

Plans for 2017 include ‘The 

Making of the Isle of 

Wight’ from May 15th–19th. 

This course looks at 

various aspects of ecology, 

the ever changing coast, 

dinosaurs and Carisbrooke 

Castle. Staying in holiday 

chalets with full board the cost is only £250 for VI, £160 as 

a guide including evening speakers and outings. 

From 14th-18th August the trip will be staying in university 

accommodation in London, conveniently situated on the 

South Bank. The subject is Shakespeare and includes a 

touch tour visit to The Globe Theatre, a performance of 

‘Much Ado about Nothing’, a musical evening, a visit to the 

Houses of Parliament and the services of a specialist tutor. 

Cost per person is only £375 for VIP, £275 as a guide. 

If you’re interested in joining a course as a sight impaired 

person or as a guide, call Isobell on 07731 867931 or 

Barbara on 01460 281226. Please mention Open Sight. 

ADDVENTURE IN LEARNING BREAKS 

 

Fossil feeling in Swanage 



 

 

Open Sight has arranged with Rona 

Sailing Project to take a number of 

visually impaired people and their sighted 

buddies out to sea for a 

day offering a life-changing 

experience of teamwork. 

Participants will get 

involved in all aspects of 

sailing, from navigating 

and steering to raising and 

lowering the sails. The fully 

qualified skipper and crew 

will give clear instructions and guidance for everyone to get 

the best from the day. 

We set sail on Wednesday 24th May. Limited places cost just 

£36 each with sighted buddies going for free. 

Open Sight guests have enjoyed many 

memorable trips on board the ‘Alison 

MacGregor’ over the years and 2017 will 

be no exception. We have booked 3 dates on the boat, 

which is fully accessible, to enjoy the sights and sounds of 

the Southampton Water 

and rivers Itchen, Hamble 

or Test.  

All 3 trips will leave at 

2.00pm from Hythe Marina 

on Wednesday June 7th, 

Monday July 31st and 

Wednesday August 16th.  

A £5.00 donation per passenger towards the cost of running 

the vessel applies. 

LEISURE ACTIVITIES FOR 2017 

SAILING DAY 

BOAT TRIPS 

 

 



To coincide with World Sight 

Day 2017 (Thursday 12th 

October) Open Sight has joined 

forces with the Eastleigh Lions 

Club and The Race Centre to offer an exhilarating evening of 

high speed and high octane competitiveness racing F1 cars 

utilising the wizardry of simulation technology. 

Following the Drivers Briefing and Qualifying Session the 

adrenaline really starts to pump as you find yourself 

amongst all the cars on the grid for your first race. You’ll 

then need to keep your cool as you race wheel to wheel 

against the competition. 

The event will start with a 

lower powered race car to 

allow drivers to gain 

confidence before racing 

an incredible modern F1 

car. Visually impaired 

drivers will compete 

alternatively as a pair with their sighted buddy against 

Members of the Eastleigh Lions Club. To make the evening 

fair and to add some balanced rivalry, the Lions and the 

buddies will be using sim specs to match a variety of sight 

loss conditions. The top three drivers will receive trophies at 

the end.  

The evening will be held from 7.00pm at The Race Centre, 

The Central Precinct, Winchester Road, Chandlers Ford, 

SO53 2GB. Light refreshments and a bar available. Cost per 

VIP and buddy is just £33. 

To book your place(s) on the 

above activities, call Terry on 023 

8064 6377. Please note, limited 

places for all events so are available on a first come, first 

served basis. 

F1 MOTOR RACING 

WITH A DIFFERENCE 

HOW TO BOOK 

 



 

Players of the Open Sight 200 

Club have a high odds chance of 

winning £100 each month for their 

annual £20 per number stake. The 

lucky winners of the last 5 draws 

are: 

 November  Christine Cannon  Basingstoke 

 December  Barbara Murphy  Dibden Purlieu 

 January   Brenda Murray  Gosport 

February   Moira Leigh   Winchester 

March   Barbara Murphy  Dibden Purlieu

  

 

Opportunities are now available to join the Open Sight 200 

Club for the next year of draws.  

Beginning in August, players will have the chance of winning 

£100 each month for a whole year for just a £20 per number 

stake. As player numbers are limited to a maximum of just 

200, the odds of being a winner are extremely high. 

September’s £100 winner, Phyllis Sillett of Totton, said when 

she received the call to say she’d won, “This is the first time 

I’ve ever won anything – I’m so pleased, thank you!”  

Open Sight 200 Club players can purchase as many numbers 

from 1–200 for just £20 each. On the second Monday of the 

month, numbers are randomly drawn with the owner of the 

winning digit receiving a call to share the good news. 

To participate or for more details of this exciting game, call 

Magda at the office on 023 8064 6375. Numbers for the last 

game sold out very quickly, so don’t delay! 

FUNDRAISING 

  OPEN SIGHT     

200 CLUB 

WINNERS 

JOIN THE OPEN SIGHT 200 CLUB 



Our very own 

Terry Smith 

and his assistant Julie Dominey will once again be putting 

their best feet forward to undertake a Sponsored Walk in aid 

of this magazine. Terry, who is registered blind, compiles 

‘Second Sight’ and organises its printing, recording and 

distribution to more than 3200 recipients. 

Each edition costs around £1800 to produce and this is the 

figure Terry and Julie hope to raise. Terry says, “Friends, 

family and the Open Sight Clubs are always great supporters 

but it would be nice to see individual beneficiaries coming 

forward too. Any amount would be gratefully appreciated.” 

Terry and Julie’s walk will take place on Sunday 14th May 

and will take in up to 10kms of New Forest trails. To show 

your support please call 023 8064 6377. Thank you. 

Open Sight’s Recycling Scheme 

remains very popular. Many 

items, either individually or in 

bulk, have a value to collectors or specialist dealers. We’re 

able to recycle stamps, stamp albums, postcards, CDs and 

DVDs, foreign and old denomination currency, old or broken 

gold jewellery and military medals. Please call the office if 

you have any of the above unwanted.  

Don’t forget, when shopping for 

almost anything on-line, from 

food and clothes, white goods, 

furniture to holidays, log into your favourite websites via 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk when a percentage of your 

bill will be donated to Open Sight - with no cost to you! 

Thank you to those who 

supported the Open Sight 

Christmas Appeal in aid of our 

Family Support Service.  £1050 was raised which sadly fell 

short of the £2892 (a £ for each of you) we hoped for. 

BEST FOOT FORWARD TO RAISE FUNDS 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

RECYCLING REMINDER 

ON-LINE SHOPPING 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


Petersfield Lions Club held a 

‘Blind’ Walk on Saturday 1st 

April with James Dean, Town 

Mayor, along Petersfield High Street. Participants were 

blindfolded, issued with a white symbol cane and were 

accompanied by a sighted guide.  

The Walk was organised to raise awareness of sight related 

problems. It also promoted the Lions’ ‘SpecTrek’, a venture 

they’ve run since 1982 collecting used spectacles from Lions 

Clubs in the South of England for people in Third World 

countries. After the walk, the Lions presented Open Sight 

with the white canes. 

 

 

Lions Clubs in Petersfield and 

Eastleigh are featured in this issue by 

supporting Open Sight in fundraising 

and the promotion of sight loss within 

our communities. Here is some 

interesting information about the 

Lions. 

Lions have been involved with sight related issues almost 

since their founding in 1917.  By 1922 they were funding a 

Braille magazine and in 1925, Helen Keller (wife of the Lions 

Founder) addressed their Annual Convention suggesting that 

Lions became the ‘Knights of the Blind’, a challenge which 

still applies today.  Other milestones include the introduction 

of the white cane, initially in 1930 but it took until 1956 for 

it to be recognised across the USA. Today, the white cane is 

internationally known as the symbol of sight loss. 

To find out more about the Lions and to find your local Club, 

visit their website at www.lionsclubs.co.uk  

LIONS ‘BLIND’ WALK 

LIONS CLUB AND SIGHT 

http://www.lionsclubs.co.uk/


  

 

Members of Open Sight 

Social Clubs always benefit 

from the values of getting 

together with friends, old 

and new, from their local 

area to share good times, 

experiences and mutual 

support. 

Open Sight Clubs offer 

regular meetings when invited guest speakers share tales 

ranging from life as a female living in Iran, being a lion 

keeper and Ranger in Africa to the heroic rescue of fellow 

sailors during the Falklands Conflict. Presentations from 

leading historical and special interest organisations 

frequently pay visits, including enthralling hands-on sessions 

from the Mary Rose Trust, heart-warming stories about the 

Air Ambulance and safety messages from Hampshire Fire 

Service and Hampshire Police.  

In addition to regular favourites including brain-teasing 

quizzes, tactile and large print games, stories and poems, 

musical renditions are always very popular from singers, 

pianists, organists, guitarists and many more. The photo 

shows Members of the Open Sight Romsey Club reminiscing 

to guitar legends from the 1960s, including The Shadows, 

Elvis Presley and Cliff Richard. 

Additionally, Open Sight Social Clubs organise outings, pub 

lunches, day trips, garden parties and other memorable 

occasions. Open Sight Clubs also provide transport to make 

accessing them as easy as possible. If you’d like to take 

advantage of being an Open Sight Club Member, call Terry 

at Head Office in Bishopstoke.    

GAMES, GOSSIP & GATEAU 

 



 

 Open Sight and 

Optelec have teamed 

up to offer the Compact+ HD 

handheld video magnifier at a 

specially discounted price of £260 

(reduced from £325. VAT exempt 

for registered VI) plus £5.95 P&P.  

In High Definition, the Compact+ 

HD enlarges everyday content 

from 3 to 10 times on a generous 

sized 4.3-inch widescreen. The 

retractable handle and on-board 

rechargeable batteries provide you with the convenience to 

read anytime, and anywhere. 

This special offer is available until 9th June 2017 to readers 

and listeners of Second Sight on a 14-day money-back 

guarantee. To place an order, simply call Optelec on 0808 

090 8090, quoting “opensight17”. 

You are cordially invited to attend 

the annual Fareham VI Hog Roast 

which this year will be held on 

Sunday 9th July from 12.30pm at Wallington Water 

Meadows, Standard Way. Cost per head is £14. For details 

call Gary Price on 07973 173470. 

The DWP (Department of Work and 

Pensions) has recently confirmed 

that Attendance Allowance (AA) 

will not be considered under the new proposals of how Local 

Authorities will be set up in the future. This means that the 

DWP retains the overall control of how AA is provided rather 

than your local council. 

LATE NEWS ARTICLES 

HUGE SAVING ON MAGNIFIER 

 

HOG ROAST INVITE 

AA UPDATE 


