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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING 

 

You are cordially invited to join us to celebrate our 90th 

Anniversary and to acknowledge the remarkable work of 

the Charity at a special Service of Thanksgiving at 

Romsey Abbey on Wednesday 17th October from 

2.00pm followed by tea and cake at Crosfield Hall. 

 

Dame Mary Fagan DCVO JP, HM Lord-Lieutenant of 

Hampshire, who is Open Sight’s Patron, will give a 

reading as part of this special commemoration.  

 

For your FREE tickets, call Open Sight Head Office. 

 

Special

90th  
Edition 



A MESSAGE FROM CEO, TESSA BARRETT 

 

So many enjoyable events have 

played their part in making 2012 

a very memorable year for us all 

- the spectacular celebrations 

which heralded the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee, the Olympic 

Torch Relays and of course, the 

magnificence of the Olympic 

Games themselves. 

 

As you know, Open Sight is 

celebrating a special occasion 

too and has been marking its 90th Anniversary year with 

a series of events and activities across the County, 

including so far, festivities at many of the Open Sight 

Clubs, an extremely enjoyable Fashion Show and, despite 

the rain, a well attended traditional Summer Fete.  

 

I am looking forward to the Open Sight Service of 

Thanksgiving in Romsey Abbey on Wednesday 17th 

October when we can celebrate and acknowledge the 

achievements and support given by our unique Charity 

over the past 90 years. I very much hope you will be able 

to attend and be part of this very special occasion. 

 

Thinking back to the Olympic Torch 

Relay, I was delighted to learn that 

one of our Basingstoke Club 

Members, Marjie Doherty, had been 

chosen as one of the Torch Bearers 

in recognition of her many years of 

volunteering for organisations in the 

town. Well done to Marjie – a 

wonderful example of someone 

living life to the full.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

 
 

 

Photo courtesy of Basingstoke Gazette 

 



CIVIC HONOUR FOR JENNY 

 

Jenny Robinson, one of Open 

Sight’s longest serving and 

best known volunteers, has 

been awarded a prestigious 

accolade in recognition of 

her voluntary service to the 

local community.  

 

Jenny, who is visually impaired and has been closely 

associated with the Charity for many years, including a 

spell as Chair of Trustees, was presented with her 

Fareham ‘Citizen of Honour 2012’ award by HRH The 

Princess Royal at a civic ceremony in Ferneham Hall. 

Jenny won the award because of her long-term 

commitment to ‘volunteering with an aim to improve the 

quality of life for local residents’. 

 

EASTLEIGH AWARDS 

 

Other recipients of recent 

Volunteer Awards include 

Eastleigh Club Chair 

Angela Stephens 

(represented by Peggy 

Rice, left), Treasurer 

Margaret McKenzie (right) 

along with Reach Out 

Home Visitor Andy Watson. The photo shows the Award 

Winners with Eastleigh Mayor Cllr. Rupert Kyrle and Open 

Sight’s Jackie Hall. 

 

Many congratulations to all for achieving their awards. 

Open Sight’s team of volunteers across the County, in 

every capacity, continuously give their time, skills, 

thoughtfulness, energy and experience to the benefit of 

local sight impaired people – we applaud each and every 

one of them.  



FLY FISHING OPPORTUNITY 

 

Would you like to try fly fishing or have you had to give 

up the hobby because of your sight loss? If so, Open 

Sight is delighted to have been offered the chance for 

Second Sight readers and listeners to ‘have a go’. 

 

We have been contacted 

by Ian Hoper of the 

MTSFC (The Masonic 

Fishing Charity) which 

aims to bring an 

interactive fishing and 

countryside experience 

to disabled people with 

their ‘Catching the 

Smile’ project.  

 

They are offering a day’s free tuition, including 

equipment, with a volunteer angler at Meon Springs 

Trout Fishery, near Petersfield.  You only pay for the fish 

you catch! Dates by arrangement. Call Terry on 023 8064 

6377 for details. 
 

MEET THE NEWEST MEMBER OF STAFF  

  

We would like to welcome Nicky 

Ribeiro to the Open Sight Team.  

Nicky is manning the reception 

desk at the office, taking calls and 

greeting visitors. 
 

Nicky previously worked for The 

Stroke Association, so has an 

understanding of how important 

charities are to local communities. 

  

Nicky has already met many of our volunteers and 

service users at various fundraising and awareness 

events, and hopes to meet many more in the near future. 

 



1922 QUIZ 

 

Test your memory from April’s edition of Second Sight 

with these questions related to events of 1922. 

 

1. The Austin 7 was launched – what was Mr. Austin’s 

Christian name? 

2.  What were the names of the archaeologists who 

discovered the tomb of King Tutankhamen? 

3.  What does BBC stand for? 

4.  Before abdicating Edward VIII reigned for how long? 

5.  Hattie Jacques was married to which famous actor? 

6.  Which medical student discovered insulin? 

7.  When was HMS Victory launched? 

8.  What was Tommy Cooper’s catch phrase? 

9.  In which County is Branston? 

10. Who was Christopher Lee’s famous literary cousin? 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Open Sight 

25, Church Road 
Bishopstoke 

Eastleigh 

SO50 6BL 

 

Telephone 

 

023 8064 
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Email info@opensght.org.uk 

 

Web www.opensight.org.uk 

  

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook  
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BECOME A FRIEND OF OPEN SIGHT 

 

Despite Open Sight receiving no Government funding, 

nor charging an annual subscription fee to access its 

many services, including our home visiting assessments, 

the Charity continues to provide them all freely - just as 

it has done for the past 90 years. 

 

There are many easy, enjoyable and very worthwhile 

ways in which YOU could contribute towards, and be a 

part of, Hampshire’s oldest sight loss organisation by 

becoming a FRIEND OF OPEN SIGHT. 

 

For example, you might like to help us with our recycling 

program. We are able to recycle the following items: 

 

Used postage stamps. Send us your used stamps, UK 

and foreign, old and recent. 

 

Picture Postcards. We can use all types, old and new 

showing scenes of holidays or places of interest. 

 

CDs & DVDs. Your unwanted music CD albums and film 

DVDs will be put to good use.  

  

Mobile phones. All of their many components can be 

used and are a great way to help the environment. 

 

Old gold. Unwanted, damaged or broken pieces of 

jewellery, including odd earrings are always wanted.  

 

Ink cartridges. Many types of ink cartridge can be 

recycled. Ask anyone with a computer for their old ones.  

 

Foreign coins. Any loose change left over from holiday 

which can’t be changed back, please let us have it.  
 

We can send you a FREEPOST envelope or label to return 

any of the above to the office for us to deal with.  Please 

call us for details.  



 

As a FRIEND OF OPEN SIGHT, 

you may like to play the Open Sight 

Sunshine Lottery with a weekly 

chance to win up to £25,000 and 

help us at the same time. Call 

Stacey to start playing.  

 

You may also like to tell your friends, 

family and neighbours about the work of 

the Charity and how we’ve been able to 

help you. What better way than over a 

cup of tea and a biscuit, so as a 

FRIEND OF OPEN SIGHT, why not 

organise a coffee morning, a tea party 

or weather permitting, a barbeque with 

donations to help us to continue helping others like you? 

 

Many of the Open Sight 

Social Clubs across the 

County, which constantly 

offer so much to so many 

local visually impaired 

people, are often short of 

volunteer helpers, especially 

drivers to get Members to 

meetings. As a FRIEND OF 

OPEN SIGHT, you may like 

to ask people you know if they would like to help out on a 

regular basis. Open Sight volunteers receive full training 

and support with drivers reimbursed their mileage 

expenses. 

 

In addition, as a FRIEND OF OPEN SIGHT, you may 

like to consider a regular monthly donation; £10 is worth 

£150 annually using Gift Aid as we can reclaim tax paid 

(where appropriate). Call Stacey to arrange this for you. 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU 

 



FUNDING GRANTS 

 

Like a lot of things which are produced for specific needs, 

many gadgets, aids and pieces of equipment to help 

those with sight problems can be fairly expensive. Open 

Sight has a Funding Grant provision to assist in the 

purchase of such things, such as electronic magnifiers or 

IT software. Call Debbie at Head Office for information. 

 

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO BENEFITS 

 

As readers and listeners are aware,  sweeping changes to 

benefits and entitlements for disabled and/or unemployed 

people will take effect from April next year.  

 

Open Sight has been taking special interest with regards 

to how things may affect those with sight loss, including 

very positive meetings with MP Maria Miller, Under 

Secretary of State for Disabled People, to raise her 

awareness. As a result, MP Miller says ‘Your organisation 

has raised the importance of providing support for blind 

and visually impaired individuals who face significant 

challenges in living an independent life.’ 

 

In response to concerns around the proposed assessment 

process, she says ‘The assessment, which focuses on an 

individual’s ability to carry out key everyday activities, is 

intended to reflect and differentiate between the barriers 

and extra costs faced by disabled people. It takes into 

account that impairment, including visual impairment, 

can affect people in different ways depending on severity 

and personal circumstance. As such, the level of priority 

an individual will receive will vary according to their 

particular needs.’  

 

As we know, theory and practise can be very different 

but whatever happens in April, Open Sight will continue 

to support anyone who needs help – we’re just a call 

away.  



FREE HOME INSULATION 

 

Hampshire County Council has 

joined forces with your local 

council (except Southampton & 

Portsmouth City) in partnership 

with Scottish Power to offer 

residents FREE loft and cavity 

wall insulation under the new 

‘Insulate Hampshire’ scheme. Insulating your home 

can mean savings of up to £300 a year and makes for a 

much cosier winter. Call 0800 952 0037 or visit 

www.insulatehampshire.co.uk for details including an 

offer of FREE rolls of loft 

prefer to ‘Do It Yourself’. 

 

TV LICENCING CONCESSIONS 

 

If you are blind or severely sight impaired, you are 

entitled to a 50% concession on the cost of your TV 

Licence. Your licence will also cover anyone who lives 

with you. 

 

To apply, make a photocopy of your certificate of visual 

impairment (CVI) from your local authority or 

ophthalmologist indicating that you are blind or severely 

sight impaired. Fill out and print an application form – 

one can be found at www.tvlicensing.co.uk then send 

the form, certificate and payment to Concessionary 

Licensing Centre, TV Licensing, Bristol BS98 1TL. 

 

Alternatively, if you live with someone who is blind or 

severely sight impaired you can also benefit from the 

blind concession TV Licence by transferring your licence 

to the name of the blind or severely sight impaired 

person. To do this, or if you have any questions about 

eligibility for the concession or how to apply for it, call 

0300 790 6131 or visit www.tvlicensing.co.uk.  
 

http://www.insulatehampshire.co.uk/
http://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/
http://www.tvlicensing.co.uk/


OPEN SIGHT DUTCH HOLIDAY APRIL 8TH 2013 

 

Join Open Sight for a 

memorable break to 

visit the glorious bulb 

fields at Keukenhof, 

where millions of 

blooms explode in 

colour, discover the 

picturesque fishing 

harbour of Volendam,  

where traditional 

costume is still worn 

and explore the vibrant and diverse city of Amsterdam, 

famous for its canals and museums.  

 

The 4 day break is provided by experienced tour operator 

Creative Travel, which has been specialising in coach 

holidays for the over 55s and/or visually impaired guests 

for over 30 years. All Creative Travel tours offer a 

complete holiday package, including holiday insurance, 

specially selected hotels and are accompanied by a 

Resort Manager who is trained in visual awareness. 

 

ITINERARY 

 

Monday 8th Join your top of the range executive coach 

at a convenient local pick up point for the journey to 

Dover, a short channel crossing to Calais and then on to 

your hotel. The Hotel Spaander, one of the most famous 

in Holland, is located in the heart of Volendam beside the 

harbour and overlooking the Iksselmeer Lake. 

 

Tuesday 9th Today, a short journey takes you to the 

bulb fields and the world famous Keukenhof Gardens with 

its lakes, safe walks, cafes and of course, the spectacular 

vista of a myriad of colours. Entrance to the gardens is 

included. A wonderful and unforgettable day. 

 



Wednesday 10th In the morning you will visit a local 

cheese farm to see how world famous cheeses are made. 

For the afternoon, your destination is the renowned city 

of Amsterdam for the opportunity of a guided canal boat 

trip (optional), a chance to visit museums, shops, street 

cafes or just to stroll through the old part of this historic 

and unique city. 

 

Thursday 11th After 

breakfast, and with 

memories of picture 

postcard settings of 

waterways, stunning 

flowers by the million 

and of historic city 

streets, you’ll head 

back to Calais and the 

short crossing to 

Dover, arriving home late afternoon.  

 

HOLIDAY COST £389 INCLUDES 

 

 All coach transport & ferry crossing 

 Half board 3 star superior hotel accommodation 

 Tours each day, including admissions 

 A large print itinerary for everyone 

 Resort Manager with the tour throughout 

 Local pick up points 

 Comprehensive Holiday Insurance Cover 

We are delighted to be able to bring you this tailor made 

holiday and think it offers exceptional value for money. 

For further details and to book, call Terry at Head Office 

on 023 8064 6377. This holiday is open to all Open Sight 

guests, visually impaired or not. 

 

 



STEVE’S TECHNO CORNER 

 

Many of you may remember, 

about 4 years ago, when I 

wrote in Techno Corner that 

I had bought myself a digital 

magnifier called the Looky 

and how it had changed my 

life as it meant I was able to 

shop independently. Sadly, 

after a lot of hard work, I’ve 

worn my Looky out and 

they’re not made any more, so I needed a replacement. 

 

The market for hand held video magnifiers is as varied as 

their prices. For example, Optelec have launched the 

Compact 5 HD.  This is the first magnifier to use a high 

definition camera, features a wide range of magnification 

and a very clear picture.  It sells at just short of £700.  

However, their older models, the Compact + and the 

Compact Mini, have been reduced.  In fact I replaced my 

Looky with a Compact Mini at just £149. 

   

Other models we can demonstrate include the Mobilux 

digital £299, the Aukey £199, the Ruby £375, the Pebble 

£365 and the Pebble Mini £195.   

 

As with hand held devices, the market for desktop video 

magnifiers is also very competitive with prices from 

around £1,100 which is significantly less than they used 

to be.   

 

The very latest model we have seen a demonstration of is 

Enhanced Vision’s DaVinci.  This has a Sony HD camera 

and can be used for reading, viewing yourself (using it as 

a mirror), distance viewing (use it for looking out of the 

window at the birds for example) and for scanning text 

for it to read to you. This is an impressive piece of 

equipment and sells at £2,195. 



Open Sight carries a wide range of video magnifiers, both 

hand held and desk top, which we can demonstrate to 

you at home or at our office. Also, if we don’t have the 

model you’re interested in, we can arrange for the 

supplier to visit you. We often stock second hand or 

donated video magnifiers if a new one is beyond your 

means, so  do contact us if you wish to view what we 

have or need information about products. Remember, our 

aim is to find something that will suit you, so all our 

advice and guidance is completely unbiased.  

  

EQUIPMENT DEMONSTRATIONS 

 

Open Sight’s team of Equipment Demonstrators will be 

out and about over the coming months with their range 

of daily living aids and an abundance of knowledge, 

information, hints and tips. All are welcome! 

 

 Wednesday 5th September - Open Sight Netley. 

 Monday 17th September - Open Sight Eastleigh. 

 Tuesday 18th September - Open Sight Havant. 

 Thursday 8th November - FAAB Fareham. 

 Friday 16th November - Open Sight Meon Valley.  

 First Tuesday of month – Age Concern Havant. 

 

INFORMATION & EQUIPMENT EVENT 

 

 Professional Vision – hand 

held magnification & CCTV. 

 

 Torch Trust – literature & 

retreat holidays for VI. 

 

 Library Service – accessible 

books and reading groups.  

 

 Open Sight – information, advice and guidance. 

 

Tuesday 16th October 

 

Salvation Army Hall 

Crossways 

Gosport 

 
10.00am – 2.00pm 



OPEN SIGHT CLUBS CELEBRATE OUR 90TH IN STYLE 

 

The network of Open Sight Clubs across the County has 

really pushed the boat out in celebrating the Charity’s 

90th Anniversary by holding extra special events and 

exciting activities for their Members to enjoy.  All of the 

planning and hard work behind each event culminated in 

hugely memorable occasions for all. As ever, our brilliant 

volunteer teams did us proud.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Many of the Clubs 

invited their local 

Mayor, including 

Fareham, Meon 

Valley and 
Waterlooville. 

  

Hart Club’s combined 90th 
and Jubilee party. 

Yateley Club Members 
enjoyed a cream tea. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cakes came in all shapes and sizes and tasted delicious! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you would like to join the fun, companionship, 

friendliness and support of your local Open Sight Club, 

where, in most cases, transport is available, call Terry at 

Head Office for full details.  

 
 

 

 

  

 

The Eastleigh Club’s sun 
soaked trip to Yarmouth. 

Aldershot Members at 
Rowhill Nature Reserve. 

Andover’s lavish 

lunch was prepared 

by their talented 
volunteers. 



FASHION SHOW IN TOTTON 

 

Ladies! Following the 

runaway success of 

the first Open Sight 

Charity Fashion Show 

held in Basingstoke in 

May, we are delighted 

to announce that our 

next show will be held 

in Totton on Friday 

October 12th.  

                          

The Basingstoke show was attended by a large crowd of 

Open Sight guests who enjoyed High Street fashions 

being modelled by Open Sight volunteers who had as 

much fun as the audience! After the compèred cat-walk 

show there was plenty of time to try on and buy from a 

massive selection of garments and accessories at hugely 

discounted prices courtesy of show organisers Travelling 

Trends. 

 

The Open Sight Charity Fashion Show in Totton will raise 

funds as part of our 90th Anniversary year celebrations to 

develop our Family Support Service which aims to help 

the whole family regardless of which member has sight 

loss. 

 

The Fashion Show will be held on Friday 12th October at 

the Totton Sports Club, Southern Gardens, off Ringwood 

Road, SO40 8RW. Doors open at 7.00pm with the show 

starting at 7.30pm. Tickets £5. To join the fun, call 

Stacey on 023 8064 6378. Refreshments available.  

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Call us – 023 8064 1244 

Photo courtesy of Basingstoke Gazette 



SUMMER FETE AT NETLEY ABBEY JULY 7TH 

 

Despite some atrocious weather, meaning we had to hold 

the Fete indoors, the first Open Sight Summer Fete 

raised nearly £500. A jolly good time was had by all and 

we learnt just how much Fete goers love cake – kind 

volunteers made absolutely masses of them, most were 

soon purchased and often instantly consumed! 

 

The Raffle and Tombolas did well with prizes donated by 

a raft of generous local businesses, organisations and 

individuals.  The bookstall and plant stall were also very 

popular as were the visiting Fire Engine and Star Wars 

Stormtrooper!  

 

There were a number of external stall holders featuring 

beautiful hand-made jewellery, crafts, cards and gifts. 

Another stall holder was devoted to improving the lives of 

rabbits which went down well with everyone. All 

exhibitors have said they would like to get involved in 

forthcoming Open Sight events.  

 

For the future, we did learn that organising an event so 

weather dependent is a very risky business, so we’ll be 

asking for lots of finger crossing next time! Very many 

thanks to all who made the afternoon so enjoyable. 

 

BLIND SPORTS TASTER SESSIONS 

 

Following the success at the Eye Contact 2011 Exhibition 

and as part of Open Sight’s initiative to raise awareness 

of sight loss in the community, another day of taster 

sessions for school children to experience a variety of 

sports as ‘blind’ will take place at Hayling College on 

Wednesday 19th September. 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at www.opensight.org.uk 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

 

SCAMS  Never give your bank details to anyone you 

don’t know, either in person, over the phone or by post. 

Recently at the office, we received a fake lottery win 

letter. If you are suspicious, call Trading Standards on 

01962 833620. Remember, if it seems too good to be 

true, it probably is.  
 

WEBSITE For up to date information about our services, 

dates for your diaries etc. visit the Open Sight website at 

www.opensight.org.uk  
 

ENHANCED VISION will be exhibiting their digital 

magnifiers and CCTV equipment at Head Office on Friday 

9th November 10.00am – 3.00pm. Call Pam for details. 
 

SECOND HAND and ex-demonstration equipment is 

always available. Current items include two Cobalt talking 

microwaves (retail £215) one brand new, offers around 

£150, the other hardly used for £50. A ClearReader+ 

scanner which retails for £1995 is available for £1000.  
 

NATIONAL EYE HEALTH WEEK is 17th–23rd September 

and aims to raise awareness of eye health care. Look out 

for events in your area. Visit www.visionmatters.org.uk 

to find out more. 
 

PLATINUM ANNIVERSARY Congratulations to long 

serving Netley Abbey Club volunteer May Hotchkiss who, 

with her husband Steve, celebrated 70 years of marriage 

in July. What an achievement! 
 

FEEDBACK We’d love to hear about YOU. Tell us about 

your achievements, experiences, ideas and suggestions 

which may help other people. Also, tell us about anything 

you think we could help you with.  

 

Call us – 023 8064 1244 

http://www.opensight.org.uk/
http://www.visionmatters.org.uk/


AND LOOKING AHEAD TO CHRISTMAS......... 
 

OPEN SIGHT CHRISTMAS CARDS 2012 

 

 
 
 

                              

                        

 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

 

CAROL SERVICE 
 

Welcome in the Festive period by joining us 

at the Open Sight Carol Service on 

Thursday 6th December, 4.00–5.00pm at 

the Church of St. Peter & St. Paul, Osborne 

Road, Fareham. Lift your voices in 

exultation with traditional carol singing 

accompanied by Chair of Trustees, David 

Gaines on the organ. Mulled wine, mince 

pies and home-made gifts available.  
 

 

Once again, Open Sight is delighted to offer 

exclusive Christmas cards for celebrating the 

season of goodwill. Designed for the Charity 

by Judges of East Sussex, these high quality 

5” square cards feature a brightly lit snow 

covered tree illuminated against a dark blue 

sky with the Charity’s logo on the inside. 

 

Packs of 5 cards are available now for just £2 

and can be ordered from Head Office and 

most Open Sight Clubs. 

 



THANK YOU OPEN SIGHT 

 

Here’s a lovely story to end this edition of Second Sight 

from Chrissie Lake of Lee on Solent who lives with severe 

sight loss and, until a recent visit from Independent 

Living Advisor Jackie Hall, had very little knowledge of 

electronic magnifiers. Chrissie says: 

 

‘I’m singing the praises of my fantastic new electronic 

magnifier! Having no clue how to even plug it in, I was 

delighted when Jackie came over to show me how to 

operate it. As it turns out, it’s incredibly easy which is 

just as well because my attitude to technology is 

approximately equal to that of a mouse accepting a 

dinner invitation with next door’s ginger tom! 
 

Anyway, this fantastic machine has made it possible for 

me to see helpful things like instructions and more 

importantly, for the first time in years, enable me to read 

my own letters when they arrive. I can also put photos 

on it which is wonderful as I saw my lovely little cat’s 

face again – he died two years ago. 
 

When Jackie demonstrated the magnifier I was truly 

amazed because as someone with very little residual 

vision (I can’t even read the biggest letter on an 

optician’s chart unless it’s 2 feet away), it’s like being 

given my eyes back when I’m at home.   
 

One point though - I haven’t as yet looked at a photo of 

myself.  I’ve not seen any accumulated wrinkles over the 

years and would much rather pretend that they’re not 

there; is this a silver lining to visual impairment, I 

wonder?’ 

ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ 

 

1. Herbert   2. Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon 

3. British Broadcasting Corporation 4. 326 days 

5. John Le Mesurier  6. Paul Langerhans 7. 1765 

8. Just like that  9. Staffordshire 10. Ian Fleming  


